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Jason Rosenstock, MD, Chair  
Bill Yates, PhD, Vice Chair 

 
Business of the Curriculum Committee on October 6, 2025 

 

Motion Vote Tally Approved? 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from 9/15 11 Yes, 0 No YES 
Approval of Task Force Charters/Leaders: 

• Discovery Weeks 
• Keywords 

11 Yes, 0 No YES 

Approval of Acute Care Month Requirements 11 Yes, 0 No YES 
Approval of MSTP Participation in LAP 10 Yes, 0 No YES 

 
Voting Members Present: A. Brophy, MS2; B. Yates, PhD; B. O’Donnell, MD; C. Lee, MSTP; C. Yanta, MD; 
H. Sukumvanich, MD; J. Waxman, MD, PhD; J. Rosenstock, MD; M. DeFrances, MD, PhD; M. Schmidt, PhD; 
M. Behan, MSTP; O. Torres, MD, MS; P. Drain, PhD; R. Schuchert, MD; R. Maier, MD, MA; S. Yagobian, 
MS4; S. Truschel, PhD; U. Gaffney, MS2 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: A. Gonzaga, MD, MS, FAAP, FACP; A. Serra, MD, MPH; C. Pettigrew, EdD; E. 
Ufomata, MD, MS; E. Reis, MD; L. Borghesi, PhD; R. Buranosky, MD, MPH; R. Van Deusen, MD, MS; R. 
Steinman, MD, PhD 
 
Invited Colleagues and Guests: A. Brown, MD; A. Young, MLIS; A. Doshi, MD; C. Pacella, MD; C. Alkawadri, 
MD; C. Newman; G. Null, MA; H. Hoffman, MS4; J. Maier, PhD, MD; K. Scott, MA; K. Senko, EdD; K. 
Maietta, MPPM; K. Miller, MS; M. Haley, MD; M. Sergent, MPH, MSL; M. Wargo; P. Reddy, MS4; R. 
Peterson, MD; T. Enoh, MS4; T. Bui, MD 

 

Members participated virtually and in-person. 
 

Dr. Rosenstock opened the meeting at 4:00PM. 
 
Curriculum Committee members voted to APPROVE meeting minutes from 9/15. 

Curriculum Colloquium Nominations 
 

Dr. Jason Rosenstock announced that the Curriculum Colloquium will take place on Thursday. February 
19, with a focus on curriculum mapping and integration. The event will have outside speakers and will 
conclude with the annual UPSOM education awards ceremony, which recognizes faculty, staff, and 
students for their educational contributions. Nominations are due November 7, and attendees are 
encouraged to spread the word and submit nominations through the OMED website. 

Eye Anatomy in Neuroscience Course 
 

Dr. Jake Waxman gave a brief overview about an upcoming Neuroscience session focused on vision 
anatomy. On October 20th, students will participate in a hands-on eye dissection using formalin-
preserved eyeballs, guided by Dr. Waxman. The two-hour session will include three components: (1) eye 
anatomy dissection with detailed guides and pre-readings; (2) visual pathways anatomy, using a video 
demonstration to explore visual field defects and brain mapping; (3) ocular motor pathways anatomy, 
demonstrated by Dr. Lydia Strattan, covering pathways from the frontal eye fields through the brainstem 
to the orbit. The session will combine multiple teaching formats to create an engaging, active learning 
experience. 
 
 

https://www.omed.pitt.edu/about/upsom-teaching-awards
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Task Force Charters: Discovery Weeks 
and Keywords 

 

Discovery Weeks Task Force:  
Dr. Jason Rosenstock introduced the new Discovery Weeks Task Force, created to design and plan five 
intersession “Discovery Weeks” during the Clerkship and Bridges phases, starting July 2026. These weeks 
will be para-curricular, focusing on enrichment, advising, well-being, and student choice—similar to Flex 
Weeks in Foundations. 
 
Dr. Kathryn Leyens and Graciela Bauzá will co-lead the task force.  It will also include faculty (from all 
phases), students, OSA, and OMED representatives, and will work until mid-January to deliver 
recommendations, learning objectives aligned with EPOs, and a template for weekly schedules. They will 
also consider curricular priorities, reflective practice, logistics, and near-peer mentorship opportunities. 
 
Keywords Task Force: 
Dr. Jason Rosenstock introduced the new Keywords Task Force, proposed to review and update the 
curriculum keywords used for mapping and searching within the Three Rivers Curriculum. Dr. Waxman 
will serve as lead. The group will include faculty from multiple phases, medical students, and 
representatives from mapping, HSIT, and the library. By December 1, they will: 

• Review and benchmark the current keyword list against national standards and other schools 
• Recommend additions, deletions, or edits with rationale 
• Decide whether assessment keywords should match the curricular list 
• Ensure alignment with EPOs. 

 
Discussion clarified that keywords serve as an “index” to help locate where topics are taught across the 
curriculum—complementing, but distinct from, learning objectives.  
 
Curriculum Committee members voted to APPROVE the Discovery Weeks and Keywords Task Force 
charters and leadership. 

Acute Care Month Requirements 
 

The committee discussed implementation details for the new Acute Care Month requirement in the 
Bridges phase of the 3RC curriculum. The month can be fulfilled by either a 4-week Emergency Medicine 
(EM) or 4-week Critical Care (CCM) elective, designed to strengthen experience with acutely ill and 
undifferentiated patients. 
Key points and decisions: 

• No splitting: Students cannot combine two 2-week EM and CCM electives; the requirement must 
be a single 4-week block to ensure depth and continuity. 

• Timing flexibility: Students may complete the requirement during the clerkship phase if 
prerequisites are met. 

• No double counting: Although initially proposed, completing a MICU or NICU Acting Internship (AI) 
will not count toward the Acute Care Month. Students must complete both experiences separately. 

• Learning outcomes: Because the Acute Care Month is a graduation requirement, EM and CCM 
electives must share aligned objectives and assessments. 

• Equity and oversight concerns: Members noted the need to track clinical workload in the Bridges 
phase and ensure consistent exposure across students. 

 
Curriculum Committee members voted to APPROVE Acute Care Month requirements — (1) 4-week 
continuous block only, (2) completion allowed in clerkship if qualified, and (3) no double counting with AIs 
— while noting continued discussion on ensuring equivalent learning outcomes and overall clinical 
exposure. 
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MSTP Participation in LAP 
 

The committee discussed how MSTP students should participate in the Longitudinal Alliance Program 
(LAP), given their four-year PhD research break. LAP pairs students with community members to follow 
over four years, fostering empathy and continuity.  
 
Key points included: 

• The main question was whether MSTP students should resume LAP after their PhD or continue 
participation during their graduate years. 

• Dr. Steinman noted benefits of maintaining clinical contact during PhD years but cautioned about 
scheduling and administrative complexities, especially for CMU-based students. 

• Student representatives supported continuing LAP during the first two PhD years (G1–G2) to 
preserve relationships with their LE and small group and maintain clinical exposure. 

• The group agreed this approach would minimize reentry challenges and maintain program 
continuity. 
 

Consensus: MSTP students (beginning with the Class of 2027) will continue LAP during their first two PhD 
years, staying with their original LE and small group, with logistical details to be finalized. 

 
Curriculum Committee members voted to APPROVE MSTP participation in LAP. 

The next meeting is on Monday, October 20th at 4PM. Dr. Rosenstock closed the meeting at 5:22PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Michelle Sergent, recording secretary. 
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